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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on  

21st February 2017 at Ashdale 

 

Present:    John Ward (Chair), Lynne Ward, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, 

                       Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Brian Hunter, Tony Fokinther  

 

Apologies:     Dorothy Gordon, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore, Allyson Barron,  

         Sheila Hunter 

 

Previous Minutes   These were agreed to be accurate. 

 

Matters Arising      These are covered in the Chair’s Report 

 

Chair’s Report 
 
This last few weeks has been a bit less busy but there is still plenty going on. 

Encroachment 

The fence we were concerned about has finally been opened, the residents having complied 
with Chris Green’s legal request to make it open to the public. 

We received a couple of emails from a concerned resident that there might be a second 
encroachment taking place at another address in Chestnut Avenue, but this is unclear.  Chris 
Green of Planning was informed of this via councillors Murray and Jackson, who went to 
meet him on behalf of the BMCA.  As he is now aware of the issues and is sympathetic to 
the problems Bonds Meadow faces, he has already been looking into the latest fence and 
will act accordingly if he deems public access has been denied.  

I am no further forward on how to register land or make a statement of interest but 
councillors Murray and Jackson are now looking to help us on this matter. They 
subsequently have an open invite to our committee meetings should they be able to attend. 

Fly Tipping 

Following up the original December fly tipping incident, I wrote to Daniel Wareing of 
Waveney Norse, expressing the views of the committee and the views of the residents 
association as reported by Allyson.  Daniel replied to the effect that they are still looking into 
it and going cautiously. With no conclusion on the horizon, I wrote to him again earlier this 
week to express our frustration. I am awaiting a reply.  He has sent, via Margaret, a formal 
procedure for reporting and dealing with fly tipping. 

Pond 

In early January I met with Tom Rochester at the large pond to discuss ways that his 
company would be able to dredge it for us.  He subsequently sent the estimate to Peter 
Aldous and Peter Ross and we seem to have had an unexpected satisfactory conclusion 
which I am sure the details of which will be in Peter’s Project Manager’s Report. 

I have also looked into the Tesco Bag Scheme and it seems an application would be a good 

idea. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Presented by Margaret on behalf of Dorothy who is unwell. 
 
Finance Report as at 21-02-17 
 
Balance Brought Forward as at 21-01-17        Statement No 90        1,286-81 
 
No change from previous statement                                                    _______ 
 
08/02/2016 Zurich Insurance                            Q62                             (259-89) 
 
Balance as at 21-02-17                                                                         _______ 
                                                                                                             1,026-92 
 
The following cheques were approved and issued today 
 
Web-Site Domain Annual Fee (John Ward)     Q63                                 103-22 
 
Secretary’s Expenses for Presentation 
(Margaret Martin)                                             Q64                                   34-58 
 
(Margaret has receipts which will be passed to the Treasurer) 
 
There are 3 x cheques (£18 in total) which Margaret will pass to the Treasurer for paying in) 
 
We are in the process of adding our Treasurer Dorothy Gordon as a signatory on our Bank 
Account.  John Ward also agreed to be a signatory so when the necessary documentation is 
complete, signatories will be Dorothy Gordon, John Ward, Margaret Martin, Christina 
Brinded and Sheila Hunter.  Cheques must be signed by any two of these. 
 
The Committee agreed that we will continue to bank with the Co-op Bank.       
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT                                    21st February 2017 
Activity – Recently. 
Volunteers – Almost every time I prepare a Project Managers report I have cause to 
welcome yet more volunteers to our ever expanding team. Last Tuesday I was greeted by 
Harry, who has recently moved into the area.  He was had a copy of our magazine, and 
asked if he could come and help us every week.  We now total 8 regulars, and I have taken 
a call from a lady at the YMCA who wishes to volunteer some of their teenagers to help us, 
possibly in the Easter break. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Margaret for her 
sterling efforts regarding rubbish collection...no discarded tin can is safe! One slight problem 
area recently related to the over enthusiastic removal of gorse bounding Ashdale’s garden. 
This was carried out by the team whilst I was away and was carried out to provide space for 
a dozen Silver Birch that required moving from Sunhenge. I have to say, had I been there, 
that I would have chosen a rather more suitable site, and certainly would not have removed 
all the gorse which is excellent habitat for much of our wildlife. I have agreed with John that 
we will plant blackthorn in that area at the earliest opportunity. 
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 
 
Eastern Woods pathway – In my recent absence the team decided that the entrance from 
the lane was not welcoming, especially to lone walkers.  Consequently a new entrance has 
been constructed a few metres further down, providing for a straight line of sight to those 
wishing to enter the pathway. A couple of weeks ago we found that many snowdrops were 
coming through where we had laid pathways. All snowdrops have been dug up, and moved 
beside the path. Apart from the final bark laying, this project now awaits the official opening 
date announcement.  In preparation we have commenced weeding the Community Orchard 
which is the beginning of the approach path to these woods. 
 
Tree damage – Every one of the 40 plus Rowan trees that were planted on the plateau 
above the small ponds have been removed, and apart from discarded protective sheaths, 
and a few canes, there are no trees. Today several of the trees were pulled from the pond, and a 
considerate lady arrived bearing about a dozen plant pots, each which contained a Rowan. She 
had found them on a pathway, taken them home, planted them, and brought them back. The 
Rowan were duly planted back where they had been removed from. 

 
The main pond – After the wonderful news that Peter Ross would fund the entire project to 
the tune of £4,000, this included the complete dredging, and also all materials for the 
walkway which will provide for pond dipping at a future date. I have had three meetings with 
contractors, and the decision has been made to appoint Rochester Plant to dredge the pond. 
I am due to meet with him tomorrow to finalize our requirements. One area of concern for me 
related to the possibility of the pond not filling up during the spring or the summer as it is not 
separately fed from a source. One answer lies in the pumping of water from the nearby ditch, 
and following a meeting with the contractor today, he has agreed to firstly pump the pond 
into the ditch, then refill from the ditch.  He is looking to start, possibly on Friday. With the 
assistance of Peter Ross we cut some Alder that were screening the pond. Hopefully our 
pond work  will not interfere with the Persimmon pipework laying, as today Waveney Norse 
were cutting trees along the pathway in readiness for Persimmon to start...we don't know 
when though. 

 
Fly Tipping – Firstly I have seen an email that John has sent to Daniel Wareing of Waveney 
Norse asking him what progress has been made in bringing the culprits to justice for their 
mass fly tip earlier in the year. I also have to report another case, with materials, paper, and 
bubble wrap all dumped in a hollow on the approach to the Lower Meadow from the main 
footpath. We removed the rubbish, and I found an invoice addressed to a local resident. I 
rang Daniel and he sent me a form which I have completed and returned to him. Hopefully, 
we will get action in both cases. In addition to these two cases, Margaret was confronted 
with loads of commercial leaflets stuffed into bushes by the pathways.  With the help of The 
Advertiser (who were not responsible) Margaret discovered the leaflets were dumped by a 
distributor from a company called Leaflet Distribution.  She has been in contact with them 
and has received an apology).                                        
 Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 
BONDS MEADOW     Key tasks – 7 weeks - February 14th – March 28th 2017 
February 14th     Finalise efforts on Eastern pathway. 
February 21st     Coppice overhanging trees, and remove Sycamores around main pond.     
     Peter Ross attending 
February 28th    Complete tree removal/coppicing – Main Pond 
March 7th           Remove encroaching trees, and Blackthorn – Lower Meadow 
March 14th         Remove encroaching Blackthorn from Sunhenge – No Peter Aldous 
March 21st         Improve access to Lower Meadow from main pathway – Consider steps.       
               Peter Ross attending. 
March 28th         Plant Blackthorn along John's fence-line, and into areas resulting from the 
     gorse clearance.) 
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 
 
Further to the Project Manager’s Report, we discussed what action to take regarding the up-
rooted trees.  It was agreed that Margaret will send a report to the Lowestoft Journal and will 
contact the Police to ask them if their Schools Officer can talk to local schools about Bonds 
Meadow and get a positive message out about the work we do.   The plastic shields used to 
protect the saplings draw attention to anyone who wants to damage them, but they also 
protect them from being eaten by deer.  If practicable, the work party will remove the shields 
from the re-planted trees and see how they get on.  In future, we will protect half of any new 
trees planted with plastic shields and see what happens.  We will also look at financing more 
mature trees which are not so vulnerable. 
 
Regarding the planned work by Persimmon, John will check to see what his neighbour 
knows. 
 
Regarding the pond work, Christina advised we need to dig up Kingcups.  She will meet 
Tony at 2.00 pm on 23rd February to show him what to do.  She also advised that after the 
pond is finished, we need to plant coarse grass and sedges on the site as soon as things 
have settled, otherwise the pond will be difficult to walk around.  (There is a walk-way 
planned).  John thanked Peter A for co-ordinating the pond work. 
 
 
Eastern Woods Opening 
 
We need to set new date.  The second half of March was suggested.  Peter Ross will let 
Peter A have the dates he can attend.  Tuesday is the best day for him.  We discussed if we 
should make it an event and hold it in the Easter Holidays.  John is away during most of 
April.  We discussed who to invite.  So far the list includes Councillors Jacklin and Murray, 
Peter Aldous MP, Brian Thornton of Anglia in Bloom.  Lynne will find out when the 
Councillors can be available.  
 
Butterflies of Britain 
 
Lindsey was unable to attend.  She will let us have the date for the Big Butterfly Count soon.  
 
Feedback 
 
Christina had previously distributed notes on Wildlife Management at Bonds Meadow.  Her 
advice on saving the plants around the pond before work starts has already been acted 
upon.  We have checked that there are no Great Crested Newts in the ponds.  We discussed 
timing of grass cutting.  It depends on weather.  Too early a cut will not be possible this year 
because of disturbing the wildflower seedlings planted last year.   She also advised pulling 
out saplings from the hedge and planting them on the Chestnut Avenue side of the main 
pond to inhibit Himalayan Balsam. Moving Blackthorn to the wet area might inhibit 
encroachment.  Where nettles, dock and Alexander are pulled up, they should be replaced 
with comfrey, mint and other meadow flowers which encourage insects.  Strong couch grass 
needs to be pulled by hand.  Yellow rattle (which has been sown) parasites on the coarse 
grasses and gives space to nectar rich plants.  There are some comparatively rare and 
threatened plants in the Meadow and we need to protect and encourage them. These are 
White Violet, St. John’s Wort, Common Bluebell and Wild Marjoram (Oregano).  Committee 
Members have the full notes. 
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Enabling Communities/Tesco ‘Bags of’ Scheme 
 
This was covered in the Chair’s Report.  Peter A asked that Enabling Communities is kept on 
the Agenda. 
 
Website 
 
We agreed to continue with the web-site.  Renewal cost is £103-22 which has been re-
imbursed to John (see Treasurer’s Report).  John invited everyone to submit text for up-
dating the website as Chris Newman has returned.  Tony asked if we can have a link to the 
Woodland Trust.  John will consult Chris.  
 
Signage 
 
Work on this has been delayed by other matters.  This is now a priority.  We agreed to e-mail 
ideas.  Also consult the Work Party.  Peter A will start this.  
 
Any Other Business 
 
Margaret reported that a local resident contacted her to ask for BMCA’s support in his 
request to the Highways Authority to put a “Slow – Deer Crossing” sign near the junction of 
Hall Road and Chestnut Avenue as he has found 3 dead deer on the road this year.  We 
agreed to support this, but the request was turned down because of “lack of evidence”.  
Margaret suggested that collisions with deer and “near-misses” are recorded in future, as we 
know they happen.  We can then produce the evidence the Highways Authority require. She 
has suggested this to the resident.  We agreed to get this message out in the next edition of 
the newsletter. 
 
It was agreed to send a card to Councillor Colin Law who has been unwell.  
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
Originally agreed for Tuesday 21st March but later changed to:- 
 
7.15 for 7.30 pm start on Monday 20th March at Ashdale.             
 
 


